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Synopsis

From the award-winning, New York Times bestselling author of NOS4A2, Horns, and Heart-Shaped
Box comes an unnerving novel about a worldwide pandemic of spontaneous combustion that
threatens to reduce civilization to ashes Stay cool . . .No one knows exactly when or where it began.
A terrifying new plague is spreading like wildfire across the country, striking cities one by one:
Boston, Detroit, Seattle. The doctors call it Draco incendia trychophyton. To everyone else

itA¢a —4a,¢s Dragonscale, a highly contagious, deadly spore that tattoos its hosts with beautiful
black and gold marksA¢a -4 *before causing them to burst into flames. Millions are infected; blazes
erupt everywhere. There is no antidote. No one is safe. Harper Grayson, a compassionate,
dedicated nurse as pragmatic as Mary Poppins, treated hundreds of infected patients before her
hospital burned to the ground. Now sheA¢a -4,¢s discovered the telltale gold-flecked marks on her
skin. When the outbreak first began, she and her husband, Jakob, had made a pact: they would
take matters into their own hands if they became infected. To JakobA¢a -4,¢s dismay, Harper now
wants to liveA¢a -4 «at least until the fetus she is carrying comes to term. At the hospital, she
witnessed infected mothers give birth to healthy babies and believes hers will be fine too . . . if she
can stay alive long enough to deliver the child.Convinced that his do-gooding wife has made him
sick, Jakob becomes unhinged, and eventually abandons her as their once-placid New England
community collapses in terror. The chaos gives rise to ruthless Cremation SquadsA¢a —a «armed,
self-appointed posses roaming the streets and woods to exterminate anyone they believe carries
the spore. But Harper isnA¢a -4,¢t as alone as she fears: a mysterious and compelling stranger, a
man wearing a dirty yellow firefighterA¢a -a,¢s jacket and carrying a hooked iron bar, straddles the
abyss between insanity and death. Known simply as The Fireman, he strolls the ruins of New
Hampshire, a madman afflicted with Dragonscale who has learned to control the fire within himself,
using it as a shield to protect the hunted . . . and as a weapon to avenge the wronged.In his biggest,
most ambitious and powerful novel to date, acclaimed, award-winning novelist Joe Hill paints an
indelible portrait of a world burning out of control, and explores the combustible effect of fear and

the desperate choices we make to survive. . . . The Fireman is coming.
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Customer Reviews

An Best Book of May 2016: | admit, when | hit a saggy part in a story, | do skip ahead to see if the
plot will pick up again. At no point in Joe HillA¢a -4,¢s doorstop-weight novel did | have that urge,
for each and every page had me entranced. Set in New Hampshire right about now, The Fireman
opens with a man spontaneously combusting outside the office of school nurse Harper Grayson.
HeA¢a -4,¢s not the first victim of Draco incendia trychophyton, the spore responsible for this
transformation, but heA¢a -4, ¢s the signal that Dragonscale has spread to HarperA¢a -a,¢s small
town. It also spreads to Harper soon after she realizes sheA¢a —4a,¢s pregnant. Highly contagious
and 100 percent fatal, Dragonscale soon plunges the world into chaos. (An oddly affective moment
is when Harper logs onto Google and finds, instead of the search engine, the words

A¢a -A“Goodby.A¢a -Ae) But Hill smartly focuses on Harper and her attempts at survival, keeping
the stakes small but extremely personal as the uninfected hunt down and murder the infected,
supposedly to protect the rest of the town but really to indulge in sociopathic tendencies now
unleashed. The Fireman starts with a hot burn, simmers as Harper joins a group of infected hiding in
a summer camp, and then heats up again as the near-utopian community ruptures. Hill weaves
questions about the power of leadership, group-think, love, catastrophe, and family into the plot. His
smartest move is to give no clear-cut answers to these questions, making The Fireman more
substantial and real than a typical apocalyptic thriller. And his humdinger of an ending provides just

the right closure. --Adrian Liang --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

In Hill's superb supernatural thriller, the world is falling apart in a maelstrom of flame and fury. A

spore dubbed Dragonscale infects people, draws patterns on their skin, and eventually makes them
spontaneously combustAfA¢&#x80;&#x94;and it's rapidly spreading. School nurse Harper Grayson
volunteers at a local hospital in Concord, N.H., until it burns down. Soon she discovers that not only

is she infected but she’s also pregnant. As the beautiful filigreed markings of Dragonscale start to



flourish on her body, she vows to do anything to bring her baby safely into the world. Her husband,
Jakob, doesn’t want the baby and attacks Harper when he realizes she wants to keep it. Harper
flees and encounters John Rookwood, a near-mythical figure known as the Fireman. He takes her
to Camp Wyndham, where the infected have learned to control and harness what they call the
BrightAfA¢&#x80;8#x94:the flames that smolder just beneath their skin. Harper finds purpose
there, but Jakob has found a purpose too: he’s joined the Cremation Crews, brutal marauders who
kill the infected on sight. When the peace of the camp is threatened, Harper, John, and their friends
band together. The good-hearted Harper is a captivating heroine, the peaceful eye in a storm of evil
that threatens to harm everyone she holds dear, and it's impossible not to root for her. Hill has
followed 2013’s NOS4A2 with a tremendous, heartrending epic of bravery and love set in a fully
realized and terrifying apocalyptic world, where hope lies in the simplest of gestures and the fullest

of hearts. (May)\n --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

The Fireman squanders a great premise (a spontaneous combustion plague) with some curious
pacing issues. The first act is wonderful as author Joe Hill (son of Stephen King) explores society’s
downfall with some ingenious pop culture references (Glenn Beck AND J.K. Rowling bite the dust in
this one). However, once our protagonist - a pregnant nurse infected with the dragonscale - finds
safe haven in a cult-like camp of other infected individuals, the plot grinds to a halt.At 750 pages,
The Fireman is a big book. Unfortunately, about 400 of those pages are spent slowly revealing that
the camp is not as safe as it seems (something fairly obvious to the reader the moment our
protagonist is welcomed into "The Bright.")There are some interesting ideas and scenes here - for
example, the "Cremation Crews" made up of uninfected men are scouring the blasted landscape
looking to exterminate anyone infected with dragonscale, a deliciously tense ambulance heist
sequence, and a wickedly dark reveal at the end of the novel - but unfortunately, just not enough
seems to happen to justify this novel’s length (a criticism ironically often lobbed at King’'s work). And
the characters don’t seem to grow and evolve as much as have backstory monologues at the
appropriate times in the narrative.Joe Hill is an awesome writer (his novel NOS4A2 is a seriously
great and inventive horror novel), but The Fireman commits the cardinal sin of apocalyptic plague

novels - it gets boring.

| have enjoyed Joe Hill's work to date but this novel really didn’t impress me (it looks like I'm in the
minority though).l don’t like reviews that give too much of the book away, so I'll try to keep it brief.It

has an interesting idea at its core but | really felt it was poorly executed: - the book could have been



much shorter.. it could have been a far better read if it had been tightened up; - some of the
dialogue was cringe-worthy.. people just don’t speak like that; - the characters were very one
dimensional; - there were a number of occasions where the continuity didn’t hold and the author had
to backtrack to cover off something that had not been established earlier.Hill said the book was
written over 4 years and | think this shows. The style, to, me seems to change from time to time and
the way the characters talk to each other seems to chop and change.All in all I'd say it felt like a bit

of a mess.

Of all of Hill's books, | found The Fireman to be the most well-written. His characterizations were
fantastic; | really became invested in the major, and even some of the minor, characters. The story
was tight; Hill did his research. It was the classic trope of how good the good can get and how bad

the can bad get when faced with adversity. | really enjoyed this book!

The Fireman is one of the best books | read in 2016. This was a really good post-apocalyptic book. |
am not usually into post-apocalyptic but | am a fan of Joe Hill. So this was how | dived into this
book. | started listening to the audiobook first. As | listened | discovered | have dived into such a
good book that | got the kindle book too to switch between reading and listening.The book opens
with a breath taking seen. A man burns to death. Harper, a school nurse, doesnAfA¢A & -A 4,¢t
understand what is going on at first. Later, we discover that a strange disease is invading the
country. A disease that threatens the mankind. Once people get infected they can burn to death
anywhere and at any time. A AfA¢A 4 -A Ecedragon scaleAfA¢A a4 -A 4,¢ starts to show on
their skin. This is the sign of the disease. And itAfA¢A & -A 4,¢s like a death sentence that can be
executed any time. From this point forward, people become enemies. Actually, |

wonAfA¢A & -A 4,¢t spoil the story line as this is a book you have to read yourself.This book is so
powerful and in more than one dimension. As | said, people who might had once been lovers,
families or friends are now enemies. We realize two parties, the healthy and the infected. And
though the healthy are so liable to becoming infected at any time, they fight against the infected as
though they are themselves the disease. It feels to me like their hatred and fear of the disease had
materialized into this hatred towards their own people who happened to get infected before them.
From my point of view, this was a very thought provoking concept. Just imagine in our real life how
people can turn against each other for such reason.Another thought provoking concept was what |
think of as AfA¢A a -A A“the group behaviorAfA¢A & -A A.. People in charge used both, the

fear and the tendency to group behavior, to lead people in this book as if they were leading a herd.



They initiated the thoughts and concepts that served them best and built a major belief in the group
mind of their people that this was the salvation. We witness how this behavior is initiated then how it
grows till it becomes a well-established way of thinking and those who dared defy it would face the
worst they could imagine.Needless to say, the writing style was amazing. Joe Hill is a very talented
writer. His use of words and style of storytelling is more than amazing. But of course, it takes a very
good writer to write a book that can be that long and still that amazing.This is a very compelling

book. ItAfA¢A & -A 4,¢s one of the books that | will dwell on for a long time.

| adored this book. | am so sad it's over and am keeping my fingers crossed a sequel might be in
the making. Honestly there were some parts that were hard to get through, but it was just because |
was so emotionally involved that when things started to go wrong | didn’t want it to happen. | feel so
deeply in love with these characters that | wanted nothing but good to happen to them, but a good
author doesn't give the reader everything they want and because of that | was captivated by this
book. It's the kind of book that can make you laugh, cry, and feel extremely angry all in one chapter.

It will definitely frustrate you at times, but it's well worth it. | definitely recommend this book!
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